The inner man
As we have went through this series, I have addressed the outward flesh and
trying to know people based on a group of outward assumptions. In out nation
we keep making statements based on groups that paint one group of a certain
race as good and others as evil. The nation is doing this also in areas of class
warfare, and in various groups that work certain jobs. These overstatements are
people literally trying to know someone by the flesh. We have continued in the
world system classifications that fail to really know individuals one at a time.

Telling me you are a jew means nothing, telling me you are black means nothing,
telling me you are Asian means nothing, telling me you are Christian means
nothing, telling me you are rich means nothing, telling me you are poor means
nothing. Using all of the language in the world for fast identification means
nothing. Living for Christ means everything. Growing in Christ means everything.
Making life decisions for Christ is primary. Building a relationship in Christ is
utmost. Building relationship in the Body of Christ that reflect Christ, desire
Christ, want Christ, and respond correctly to what Christ has called us to.
[Jhn 6:63 KJV] 63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that I speak unto you, [they] are spirit, and [they] are life.

[1Sa 16:7 KJV] 7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or
on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for [the LORD seeth] not
as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh
on the heart.
[Rom 2:28 KJV] 28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither [is that]
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:
[2Co 10:7 KJV] 7 Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man
trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he
[is] Christ's, even so [are] we Christ's.
[Rom 7:22 KJV] 22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man

I.

Different groups keep asking us to prove ourselves to them.

[1Co 1:22-24 KJV] 22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after
wisdom: 23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and
unto the Greeks foolishness; 24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.
[1Co 1:25, 29, 31 KJV] 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and
the weakness of God is stronger than men. ... 29 That no flesh should glory in his
presence. ... 31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in
the Lord.
[Col 1:25-28 KJV] 25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation
of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26 [Even] the
mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what [is] the riches of
the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory: 28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus
[Eph 3:5-10, 16 KJV] 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of
men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6
That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of
his promise in Christ by the gospel: 7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to
the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. 8
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 9 And to make all
[men] see what [is] the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10 To the
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly [places] might be
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, ... 16 That he would grant you,
according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in
the inner man;

[Rom 8:8-14 KJV] 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye
are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.

Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ [be]
in you, the body [is] dead because of sin; but the Spirit [is] life because of
righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors,
not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14 For
as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

Body of Christ
[Eph 2:11-19 KJV] 11 Wherefore remember, that ye [being] in time past Gentiles
in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13 But now
in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of
Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition [between us]; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the
enmity, [even] the law of commandments [contained] in ordinances; for to make
in himself of twain one new man, [so] making peace; 16 And that he might
reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby: 17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to
them that were nigh. 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto
the Father. 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

[Gal 1:15-17 KJV] 15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother's womb, and called [me] by his grace, 16 To reveal his Son in me, that I
might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and
blood: 17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me;
but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.

[Rom 8:10-11 KJV] 10 And if Christ [be] in you, the body [is] dead because of sin;
but the Spirit [is] life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

[Gal 2:20-21 KJV] 20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 21 I do not frustrate the
grace of God: for if righteousness [come] by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

